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Prelude

In Green Pastures
Harold Darke

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Throughout the Easter
season our worship
begins with a shout of
praise and declaration
of resurrection: Our
“Alleluia!” comes from
the Hebrew for “Praise
God!”

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen!
People
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your
people; Grant that when we hear his voice we may know him
who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who,
with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.
All sing or say together:

The Book of Common
Prayer calls for a “song
of praise” to begin our
worship. The traditional
Gloria quotes the words
the angels sang to
announce the coming of
Jesus, and then expands
our praise of God and
Jesus with the
characteristics of
majesty and salvation.
The church has been
singing some form of
this hymn of praise for
over sixteen centuries.

Book of Common Prayer, page 355

S-278; Willam Mathias

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles

2:42-47

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe came upon
everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by
the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in
common; they would sell their possessions and goods and
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home
and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God
and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the
Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

In the season of Easter,
the Episcopal Church
traditionally reads
stories of the earliest
days of the church from
the Acts of the Apostles
as the first reading. This
is the story of how the
first believers lived
their faith in
community and daily
life.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 23

Book of Common Prayer, page 612

1 The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.
4 Though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence
of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

This familiar psalm is
chosen to complement
the images of Jesus as
the Good Shepherd in
today’s gospel reading.
It offers a picture of
paradise found by our
trust in the presence
and care of God.

A reading from the First Letter of Peter

The first letter of Peter
was written to comfort
a community of
Christians whose faith
in Jesus has separated
them from the
community around
them.

2:19-25

It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while
suffering unjustly. If you endure when you are beaten for doing
wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right
and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. For to this you have
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We read the psalm
responsively, which
means that the leader
reads one verse and the
congregation responds
with the next.

Here, the author
encourages them to
imitate Christ, by not
retaliating violently for
the suffering they
experience. Instead, we
are to trust in our
reconciliation with God
to ease the suffering of
oppression by the
world.

been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an
example, so that you should follow in his steps. “He committed no
sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” When he was abused, he
did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our
sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were
going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd
and guardian of your souls.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Sequence
Carol Choir, recorded October 20, 2019

Midway through the
season of Easter, our
gospel readings shift
from the narration of
the events of
resurrection to an
exploration of the
eternal nature of Jesus.
Today we see Jesus as
the gateway to
abundant life, and as a
shepherd and guardian
of his followers,
connecting him with
God as the great
sheperd and guardian of
Israel.

Sing a New Song to the Lord
Hal Hopson

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
John 10:1-10

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the
sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a
bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.
The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice.
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has
brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow
him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but
they will run from him because they do not know the voice of
strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did
not understand what he was saying to them. So again Jesus said to
them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came
before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to
them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will
come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal
and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it
abundantly.”
Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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The Sermon
The Nicene Creed

The Rev. Leslie Mazzacano
Book of Common Prayer, page 358

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son
he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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As part of our response
to the Word of God in
our lives, we stand to
proclaim the core story
of our Christian faith
together in The Nicene
Creed, created in the
late 4th century by the
councils (gatherings of
church leaders) in
Nicea.
No matter what story of
Jesus we are hearing in
scripture, we remember
and proclaim the whole
outline of his life, death,
and resurrection, and
anticipate his coming
again.

In response to hearing
and reflecting on
scripture, we turn to
prayer together, asking
God’s care for our world,
the church, for others
and for ourselves.
The prayers we are using
today are adapted from
seasonal prayers used in
The Church of England,
and follow the pattern
outlined on page 383 of
The Book of Common
Prayer, with attention to
the church throughout
the world, the nation and
the world and those in
authority, the needs of
our local community,
those who suffer or
experience any trouble,
and those who have died.

Prayers of the People
In joy and hope let us pray to God who has given us the victory
through the risen Christ.
That our risen Savior may fill us and all God’s people with the joy
of his glorious and life-giving resurrection, we pray. Let the people
say, Amen.
That the risen Christ may bring peace to the earth, and wisdom
and concord to all who lead the nations; that war, famine, and
epidemic may cease, we pray. Let the people say, Amen.
That those isolated, afflicted, persecuted or living in fear may find
renewal and strength in the good news of Easter, we pray. Let the
people say, Amen.
That God may provide daily bread and abundant life for those
who lack food, work or shelter, we pray. Let the people say,
Amen.
That broken hearts may be made whole, and our communities
renewed, in the victory of life over death through the risen Christ,
we pray. Let the people say, Amen.
That the light of the risen Christ may comfort and strengthen the
ill, the injured, the dying, and all those who care for the sick and
the vulnerable, we pray. Let the people say, Amen.
That, according to Christ’s promises, all who have died in the faith
of the resurrection may be raised with him on the last day, we pray.
Let the people say, Amen.
That Christ may send the power of the Holy Spirit upon God’s
people, so that we may bear faithful witness to his resurrection day
by day, we pray. Let the people say, Amen.
Almighty God, you have delivered us from the power of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: grant that, as his
death has recalled us to life, so his continual presence in us may
raise us to eternal joy; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
In the Easter season, the Confession is omitted in celebration of our freedom from the
bondage of sin brought about through Christ's resurrection.
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Exchange of Peace
The Celebrant says to the people
The peace of Christ be always with you.
People
And also with you.
The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Today, in the spirit of Christ’s peace, please reach out to greet
someone you might normally see in worship by telephone,
internet, or text message.
When gathered in person, we would receive a collection of
money for the support of the church at this point in a Sunday
service.

The exchange of peace
is rooted in Jesus’ call
to reconcile with one
another as we
approach God’s altar.
In this time of
separation, it may be a
cue to restore our
connections with those
we haven’t been as
close with as we would
like to be!

If you are able to fulfill your annual pledge, please mail your
regular pledge check to the office, use your bank’s online
payment system, or visit www.trinitymoorestown.org/donate
to make your weekly gift or regular pledge offering while we
are unable to gather in person.

Anthem
Canterbury Choir

The Lord’s My Shepherd
Malcolm Archer

Instead of praying the Great Thanksgiving over bread and wine, in this
time when we are physically separated, we join together in an act of spiritual
communion, beginning with the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples as the
basis of all prayer.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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At every service in the
Episcopal Church, we
pray the Lord’s
Prayer, which we learn
in the gospels
(Matthew 6:9-13, Luke
11:1-4) The prayer
takes its name from the
request of Jesus’
disciples, “Lord, teach
us to pray.”

During this time of worshipping together but physically
distant, we depend on the long established teaching of the
Church that if a person is prevented from physically receiving
the Sacrament for reasons of extreme illness or disability, the
desire for Christ’s presence alone is enough for all the benefits
of the Sacrament to be received. This is often referred to as
“spiritual communion.”

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Because we cannot
physically receive the
bread and wine together
today, we name our need
for Christ’s nourishing
presence in our spirits in
this prayer for spiritual
communion.

Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament
and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you
to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace
you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing
separate me from you; let me serve you in this life, until by your
grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace.
Amen.

We pray the usual
Post-Communion
Prayer thanking God for
the blessings received in
the spiritual food of this
sacrament, even though
we have not physically
received the bread or
wine, and asking that we
be prepared by those
spiritual riches to go into
the world to share in
God’s ongoing work.

Post communion prayer

The priest offers God’s
blessing, in a form
adapted for the Easter
season.

(From Saint Augustine’s Prayer Book, rev 2014.,
based on a prayer by St. Alphonsus de Liguori)

Book of Common Prayer, page 365

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
God, who through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ has
given us the victory, give you joy and peace in your faith; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the holy and undivided Trinity, be upon
you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
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Hymn 657
Virtual Congregation

Hyfrydol

The Dismissal
Deacon
Let us go forth in the name of Christ,
Alleluia, alleluia!
People
Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia!
Postlude

Allegro Moderato from Sonata No. 2
Felix Mendelssohn

++++++++++++++
Rafael Declet (with Savannah and Mercedes Declet), online Lector
Carol Rodgers, telephone Lector
The Rev. Leslie G. Mazzacano, Deacon
The Rev. Emily A. Mellott, Celebrant and Preacher
Vernon Williams, Organist and Cinematographer
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The dismissal sends us
to take our worship
into the fullness of our
daily lives, living in the
name of Christ.
Our enthusiastic
“Alleluia” in response is
the final word of
worship throughout
the Easter season.

